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Our mission is to protect wildlife, natural
resources, and the people who depend on them.

A NOTe from our founder
In 2019, ECOLIFE celebrated its 16th year DV�D�QRQSURȴW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ serving 
the San Diego area and communities abroad.  At our Annual Gala in September, 
I announced that $QQH�0LGGOHWRQ is taking over as our QHZ�([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU� 

Anne’s XQLTXH�H[SHULHQFH�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�WKH�SXEOLF��SULYDWH�DQG�QRQSURȴW�VHFWRUV�
EULQJV�D�GLHUHQW�SHUVSHFWLYH�DQG�D�OHYHO�RI�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WR�(&2/Ζ)(�WKDW�OHDYHV�
PH�IHHOLQJ�FRQȴGHQW�DV�Ζ�ZDWFK�(&2/Ζ)(�JURZ��:HȇYH�HQWHUHG������ZLWK�ORIW\���
\HW�DFKLHYDEOH���JRDOV��NQRZLQJ�ZHOO�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�D�SKHQRPHQDO�FRPPXQLW\ 
DURXQG�XV�WR�KHOS�XV�JURZ��:LWK�\RXU�VXSSRUW��ZH�ZLOO�VDYH�HFRV\VWHPV�DQG�VDYH�
lives, helping KXPDQV�DQG�QDWXUH�SURVSHU�WRJHWKHU� 

At  ECOLIFE, we put equal emphasis on the 
human component�RI�FRQVHUYDWLRQ��:KHUH�
RWKHU�HQYLURQPHQWDO�JURXSV�DUH�VLQJOH�
species focused, ZH�IRFXV�RQ�HFRV\VWHPV� 

PHRSOH� OLYH� LQ� HFRV\VWHPV�� 3HRSOH� LPSDFW�
HFRV\VWHPV��$QG� SHRSOH� KDYH� WKH� SRZHU�
WR� SURWHFW� HFRV\VWHPV� Supporting the 
KHDOWK�DQG�ZHOO�EHLQJ of the men, women 
and children in our programs is essential to 
conservation’s success, and it’s WKH� ULJKW�
WKLQJ�WR�GR for a planet in peril.

��%LOO�7RRQH��)RXQGHU



community-based 
conservation

In September 2019, construction wrapped on our �����WK�3DWVDUL�VWRYH on 
WKH�HGJH�RI�WKH�PRQDUFK�EXWWHUȵ\ȇV�ZLQWHU�KDELWDW��2XU�VWRYHV�UHGXFH�WKH�
DPRXQW�RI�ȴUHZRRG�IDPLOLHV�QHHG�WR�FRRN�E\������(DFK�VWRYH�VDYHV����WUHHV�  

over its lifetime, meaning we’re saving over 
��������WUHHV�WRGD\��2QFH�RXU�ZRUN�LV�work in 
Mexico is complete, we will be saving over 2 
million trees that the PRQDUFK�EXWWHUȵ\�
GHSHQGV�RQ�WR�VXUYLYH�ZLQWHU�HDFK�\HDU�

Families using our stoves are healthier, with 
FOHDQHU�DLU�DQG�UHGXFHG�IXHO�GHSHQGHQFH��7KH�
children in these households spend less time 
FROOHFWLQJ�ȴUHZRRG��OHDYLQJ�PRUH�WLPH�IRU�WKHLU�
HGXFDWLRQ�and setting them up for better future 
HFRQRPLF�VWDWXV. Our stove program also 
EULQJV�HPSOR\PHQW�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�WKH�PHQ��

ΖQ�RXU�IXHO�HɝFLHQW�VWRYH�SURJUDP�LQ 0H[LFR� we 
protect and work with the indigenous peoples living 
around the 0RQDUFK�%XWWHUȵ\�%LRVSKHUH�5HVHUYH�

and women in the communities where we work, so locals don’t have to uproot 
WR�ȴQG�JRRG�ZRUN��and women gain empowered roles in their communities.

Our HGXFDWLRQDO�RXWUHDFK�LQ�0H[LFR�LV�JURZLQJ�DV�ZHOO��:H�KROG�ZRUNVKRSV�DW�
VFKRROV�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�FHQWHUV�LQ�HYHU\�SODFH�ZH�ZRUN��VSUHDGLQJ�KHDOWK�DQG�
HQYLURQPHQWDO�DZDUHQHVV�



safer STOVES for safer lives
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moving UP & Around the reserve

Happy  beneficiaries
"I am incredibly happy

with my Patsari.
I hope this project lasts
forever, because in the

future my children
will need one too."

 
��2OJD�/µSH]��6WRYH�5HFLSLHQW

New  Construction
Truck

'HFHPEHU��019:

5DLVHG�IXQGV�WR�XSJUDGH
RXU�VWRYH�EXLOGLQJ�WHDPȇV
PRVW�FUXFLDO�UHVRXUFHV

2019
was great

for the
monarch
EXWWHUȵ\

with a

144%
larger

eastern
population
than 2018

)RU�WKHLU�VSHFLHV�WR�VXUYLYH��PRQDUFK�EXWWHUȵLHV�QHHG�WKLV�IRUHVW�WR�UHPDLQ�LQWDFW�VR�WKH\�FDQ�FRPSOHWH�WKHLU�
PLJUDWLRQ��VXUYLYH�ZLQWHU��UHSURGXFH��DQG�FDUU\�RQ�WKH�F\FOH��+RZHYHU��WKH�IRUHVWȇV�IXWXUH�LV�WKUHDWHQHG�E\�
LOOHJDO�ORJJLQJ��:HȇUH�HQFLUFOLQJ�LW�ZLWK�IXHO�HɝFLHQW�VWRYHV�WR�UHGXFH�KXPDQ�LPSDFW�RQ�WKLV�FUXFLDO�KDELWDW�



Sustainable
agriculture

In our DTXDSRQLFV�SURJUDP�LQ &DOLIRUQLD� we work to 
decrease the environmental impacts of farming with VFLHQFH� 
HGXFDWLRQ��	�SURGXFH�GRQDWLRQV�

written

HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�DTXDSRQLFV�DQG�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�

:H�GRQDWHG����(&2�&\FOH�$TXDSRQLFV�.LWV to 
H[FHSWLRQDO�WHDFKHUV�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\��SODFLQJ�
a special focus on  7LWOH���6FKRROV� Our kits, 
DORQJ�ZLWK�WKHLU�FXUULFXOXP��FUHDWH�D�KDQGV�RQ�
OLYLQJ�ODERUDWRU\�LQ�WKH�FODVVURRP��EULQJLQJ�67(0�
concepts to life. Students learn to think outside 
the box about VXVWDLQDELOLW\ and our planet.

At our $TXDSRQLFV�ΖQQRYDWLRQ�&HQWHU, we 
KRVWHG�IUHH�PRQWKO\�WRXUV��RSHQLQJ�RXU
H[SHUWLVH�WR�DQ\RQH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�OHDUQLQJ�

Our work with DTXDSRQLFV�provides an accessible and VXVWDLQDEOH�solution to 
WRGD\ȇV�DJULFXOWXUDO�FKDOOHQJHV��ΖW�LV�DOVR�D�JUHDW�WRRO�IRU�KDQGV�RQ�FRPPXQLW\�
and \RXWK�HQJDJHPHQW. In 2019, we created more opportunities for free

:H�SDUWQHUHG�ZLWK�FURVV�ERUGHU�FKHI�)ORU�)UDQFR�WR�SURYLGH�SURGXFH to those 
LQ�QHHG�LQ�6DQ�'LHJR��:H�EXLOW�D�FRPSDFW�DTXDSRQLFV�V\VWHP�LQ�%DQNHUV�+LOO to 
serve as a living demonstration of how we can feed populations while reducing 
resource use. It is the centerpiece for HGXFDWLRQDO�ZRUNVKRSV�RQ�KHDOWK\�
eating, nutrition planning, local foods, cultural cuisine, and aquaponic farming.



82  Kits
in  All  50

states!

304  kits
sold

educating
146

classrooms
to classrooms

in 2019
20K  new

Students

educating

donated

150k students
educated

2.3k ECO-Cycles
distributed

1.2k+ kits in
schools

eco-cycle® aquaponics kits

2014:since 



2k hrs 3.3k+
beneficiaries

volunteer &
intern work

 Aquaponics  Farm

90%
less
land &
water

525  ft2

grow bed

0
harmful

pesticides
(ever)1.2 tons

of foodgrown in
2019

2.4K  LBS
donated

our

record harvest:
146  lbs

in one day



meet Urban  farming in SD

Traditional  Farms
���JDOORQV�RI�+�2

1 OE�FXFXPEHUV

���JDOORQV�RI�+�2

��OE�FXFXPEHUV

ECOLIFE's  AIC

2019
was bountiful &
informative at our
$TXDSRQLFV
ΖQQRYDWLRQ
Center

  we grew

Kale,
cucumbers,
tomatoes,
peppers,
& lettuce

ΖQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�RXU�$TXDSRQLFV�ΖQQRYDWLRQ�&HQWHU�LQ�(VFRQGLGR��ZH�QRZ�KDYH�D�FRPSDFW�DTXDSRQLFV�V\VWHP�
LQ�%DQNHUV�+LOO��6DQ�'LHJR��:H�SDUWQHUHG�ZLWK�6'*(�DQG�)UDQFR�RQ�)LIWK�WR�LQVWDOO�D�FRPPXQLW\�V\VWHP�WKDW�
SURYLGHV�IUHH�DTXDSRQLFV�HGXFDWLRQ�WR�DQ�XUEDQ�FRPPXQLW\�

Nonprofit  Partners
our

GLVWULEXWH�RXU�SURGXFH
WR�FRPPXQLWLHV�LQ�QHHG

THANK  YOu:
ΖQWHUIDLWK�&RPPXQLW\�6HUYLFHV

3URGXFH�IRU�3DWULRWV
0HDOV�RQ�:KHHOV�6DQ�'LHJR



5  months
$55,845

the hourly 
equivalent of

of time donated
by volunteers

3K+  hrs
intern
work

350+  hrs
volunteer

work

dollar value

“Interning
        with  ECOLIFE,

I have had the opportunity to learn a 
whole new approach to sustainable 
food systems. Not only are the staff 
passionate in what they do, but they 
are intensional in what they want to 
accomplish.” 

- Sasha Howes, 
Aquaponics Intern

our Volunteers & Interns

Bella David 
Savannah Harding
Elizabeth Mcgowen
Aliah Mitchell 

Margarita Cramer
Boh Ireland

Tenaya Bearmar
Andrew Carstens
Emilia Cloutman
Juliana Henao
Sasha Howes
Juliana Stoner
Kevin Villa

Development

Program
Management

Aquaponics Tech

Thank you all for your work!

Social Media

Arturo Araiza
Remee Cacho
Kamran Farjami
Adam Cole
Aris Dalir

Michael Lena
Austin Perez
Casey Stone
Daniel Tchiprout
Maya Williamson



why ECOLIFE?
At ECOLIFE Conservation, our mission is to protect wildlife, natural resources, 
DQG�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�GHSHQG�RQ�WKHP��:H�XVH�VLPSOH��VXVWDLQDEOH�VROXWLRQV�
that make it easier for communities to preserve their environments, while 
making environments safer for their communities. 

:H�ZRUN�DW�WKH�LQWHUVHFWLRQV�RI�KXPDQV�DQG�ZLOGOLIH��2XU�KROLVWLF�DSSURDFK�
UHGHȴQHV�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�WR�LQFOXGH�KXPDQ�FRPPXQLWLHV��DQG�RXU�SURJUDPV�
DGGUHVV�WZR�RI�WKH�ZRUOGȇV�ELJJHVW�SUREOHPV�DW�WKHLU�URRWV��%\�SURYLGLQJ�
FRPPXQLWLHV�ZLWK�KHDOWK�FRQVFLRXV��HQYLURQPHQWDOO\�IULHQGO\�PHWKRGV�RI�
food production and cooking, we help people and nature prosper together.

our US  Team

William Toone
Founder

Anne Middleton
Executive Director

Martin Niwinski
Aquaponics
Technician

Chris Goering
Project Manager

Linn Splane
Communications
Manager

Kat Splane
Admin Assistant
Connor Leone
Sustainable Agriculture
Program Manager

Barb Fiorina
Director of
Development



Eduardo Ramírez
MX Program Coordinator

Adrián Catana
Construction Manager
Francisco Catana
Construction Coordinator

Barbara Escobedo
Education Manager

Yolotzin Martínez
Monitoring Assistant

Victoria álvarez
Education Coordinator

Mario Esquivel
Education Assistant

Alejandro Tavera
MX Program Manager

Brenda Pineda
Monitoring Manager

Ailee Váldez
Communications Intern

Paola Eslava
Graphic Design Manager

Ana Alcocer
Graphic Design Intern

María Castañeda
Communications Manager

Karen Mondragón
Promotion Assistant

Luz Valencia
Promotion Manager

Stove Builders:
Assistants:  Celestino Agapito,

Promoters :
Promotion Interns:  

our MX  Team

Victor Catana, Humberto Corona, Arturo Contreras, Bonifacio Cruz, 

Juan Colín, Cecilio Contreras, Alexis Díaz, Alfonso Juarez, ángel Juarez, José Medina
Alejandro Acevedo, Carlos Cruz, Manuel Cruz, Cristian Medina, 

Eduardo Hernández,  Jesús Lopez, Héctor Magallanes, Julia Segundo
Erika Mondragón, Yesenia Mondragón, Jeremías Sánchez 

Eduardo Gutierrez, Fabián Reyna, Rodolfo Salinas



2019 Gala 

Wayne  &  Dianne  Schoolfield

Community spotlight
7KDQN�\RX�WR�:D\QH�DQG�'LDQQH�IRU�WKHLU�
generous $40,000 match during our 2019 
KROLGD\�FDPSDLJQ��7KHLU�JLIW�HQDEOHG�XV�WR�
purchase the new construction truck our 
WHDP�LQ�0H[LFR�QHHGHG��HQVXULQJ�ZH�VWD\�RQ�
WUDFN�ZLWK�RXU�VWRYH�EXLOGLQJ�JRDOV�

$W�6HSWHPEHUȇV�PDJLFDO�1LJKW�DW�WKH�7KHDWHU�*DOD��RXU�FRPPXQLW\�KHOSHG�XV��
raise over $350,000 WR�VXSSRUW�RXU�SURJUDPV��:H�WKDQN�HYHU\RQH�ZKR��
  attended and supported the event. Join us in October for our 2020
          Masquerade themed gala!  

This year’s
Masquerade Gala:
October 17th, 2020
California Center for
the Arts, Escondido

“We have been blessed to see firsthand the work that Bill is doing 
through ECOLIFE, and know that our gifts are being used to the fullest 
to accomplish his missions.” - Dianne Schoolfield



finances for 2019 
100% OF ALL DONATIONS JR�GLUHFWO\�WR�IXQGLQJ�RXU�
programs, since our board covers all of our operating 
DQG�IXQGUDLVLQJ�FRVWV��:H�DUH�YHU\�JUDWHIXO�IRU�WKHP�

Corporations
Calsense
Canon Design
Fifth Generation, Inc.
Hollywood Forever
La Monarca Bakery
Musick Davison
Pala Band of Mission Indians
Pickford Realty Cares
Rudney & Associates

SD County Garden Guild
Thompson Katzaroff
UBS Financial
Wollman Wealth Design
Foundations
Black & Veatch Fdn 
Butterfly Wonderland Fdn 
Community Fdn of Broward
Lisa Wendel Fdn 
Farrar Family Charitable Fdn 

Board  of  Directors
Juan Carlos Arteaga
Ricardo Cervantes
Erin Grey
Tom Hanscom ,   Chair 
Eleanor Musick

Joseph Orndorff
Jaime Páramo
Stephen W. Shultz
Daryl B. Williams
Fred Wollman

 

Eleanor Hutchinson
    Parker Fdn
Orndorff Family Fdn 
Rowe Family Fdn 
Smart & Final Charitable Fdn 
Solana Beach ECO Rotary
    Club Fdn 
Veach Family Fdn 
Westreich Finaly Fdn 
Wyvern Guild

our Sponsors

68%
programs

fundraising
18%

14%
overhead

Our ERDUG�
covers 100% of 
our fundraising 

& RYHUKHDG�
costs!


